
























 

 
 
 
 
Memo to: Truro Board of Health 
From: Emily Beebe, Truro Health & Conservation Agent 
Date: September 16, 2022 
Re: Water Resources Update:  September 2022 
 
Regarding cesspool upgrades to Title 5 
The recent mailings about the cesspool upgrade process have resulted in many phone calls, office visits, 
and even some site visits.  To date, 67% of the properties with cesspools have begun the upgrade 
process.  Twenty percent of the properties with cesspools have either been upgraded or have permits 
issued to do so.  29% are working with engineers and 18% have contacted our office with questions and 
are not yet under contract with an Engineer/designer.  Concerns have been raised by some of the 
homeowners on Beach Point about the expense of design plans/system installs given the uncertainty 
about possible extension of the Provincetown sewer system; these properties may be “eligible” for an 
ACO, and this is a topic for future discussion with the Board of Health.  Our current challenge is making 
direct contact with the 57 homeowners who we have not yet heard from, so that we may assist them in 
their efforts to comply. 
 

 
FINANCING: 
The Barnstable County Health department appears to have secured grant funding to enhance their 
septic loan program.  Currently loans are available with a 5% interest rate.  An update as a result of new 
grant funding will be announced later this fall.  The Housing Rehab Program now has a new 
administrator, TRI.  We have met the new program director and she is happy to meet with homeowners 
in person at town hall.  This program (previously administered by the CDP) provides income-based 
assistance for homeowners needing to make critical home repairs including septic system upgrades. 
 

TOWN OF TRURO 
HEALTH & CONSERVATION DEPARTMENT 
24 Town Hall Road, Truro 02666 

508-349-7004 x119 
 



Regarding Administrative Consent Orders (ACO’s) 
We are scheduling in-office meetings with property owners to discuss the terms of their agreements. 
Once we have an understanding that can proceed, we will schedule a hearing with the Board to discuss 
the situation triggering the ACO. 
 
Regarding the Massachusetts Estuaries project (MEP) 
We have no additional information about the MEP since our August report was submitted but we 
continue to reach out. 
 
Regarding stormwater management 
H&C staff have completed field work for all roads south of the Pamet, and the area around Little Pamet. 
Mapping the data is underway. Regulatory review is  
 
Regarding Pond water quality:  
Snow pond was closed to swimming under a Public Health Advisory issued by the Cape Cod National 
Seashore on September 7. The algal bloom was qualified as cyanobacteria, and was observed as green 
globs and some green slime on the shoreline the pond by NRMS staff conducting routine pond 
monitoring. Photos were shared with regional experts at APCC. The Public Health advisory was posted at 
the pond access to avoid any human or pet exposure to the cyanobacteria 
Pilgrim/Village Pond was regularly tested through the summer by the APCC cyanobacteria bacteria 
monitoring program and had no cyanobacteria issues this year. 
 
Regarding Private well water quality:  
The Town ran a courier service for well water samples on Wednesdays from July 6 - September 7, 2022.  
In total 30 water samples were delivered to the Barnstable County water quality lab. 
Water testing kits are available at the Truro Health Department. Please call for a kit on Mondays, as the 
building is closed to the public on that day. A courier from Barnstable County lab picks up water samples 
on Tuesday and Thursday mornings each week at the Wellfleet Health Department at 220 West Main 
Street in Wellfleet. Please refer to the Truro Health department web page for more information on 
water testing your private well. 

Regarding MA DOT:   
This topic is being discussed with the Outer Cape Conservation Agents, and a coordinated approach to 
engage the DOT is being planned. 
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************************************************************************ 
SECTION VI -    LOCAL SEPTIC REGULATIONS TO SUPPLEMENT 

TITLE 5, STATE ENVIRONMENTAL CODE 
Amended February 2, 2010; June 5, 2012; October 2, 2018, December 4, 2018, May 18, 2021 

 
Article 1 - General Provisions 

 
1) Authority.  In accordance with Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 111, Sections 31 

and 127A, the Truro Board of Health hereby adopts the following regulations to 
supplement the provisions of the State Environmental Code, Title 5: Standard 
Requirements for the Siting, Construction, Inspection, Upgrade and Expansion of On-Site 
Sewage Treatment and Disposal Systems and for the Transport and Disposal of Septage 
(hereinafter, “Title 5"), and shall take effect upon passage. 

 
2) Purpose.  The purpose of this article is to provide a greater degree of provide protection 

to the environmental and public health, prevent the spread of disease, and provide greater 
clarification of the definitions used by the Board in applying the provisions of Title 5 and 
the Truro Board of Health Regulations pertaining to on-site sewage treatment and 
disposal systems. Of specific concern is the need to protect the groundwater, which is the 
sole source of drinking water for Truro, Wellfleet and Provincetown. 
 

3) Enforcement.  Enforcement of the provisions contained in this Section VI will be carried 
out in accordance with the provisions of Title 5 of the State Environmental Code set forth 
at 310 C.M.R. 15.000, et seq. and all enforcement methods outlined in Section I of these 
Board of Health Regulations. 
 

4) Definitions.  With the exceptions listed below, the definitions provided in the State 
Building and Sanitary Codes, Title 5 and the Wetland Protection regulations shall apply.  
All time frames referenced herein shall be counted as calendar days.  The following terms 
used by the Board in applying the provisions of Title 5 and the Truro Board of Health 
Regulations pertaining to on-site sewage treatment and disposal systems, shall be defined 
as follows: 

 
Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU):   A complete, separate housekeeping unit containing both a 
kitchen and sanitary facilities, as defined by the Truro Zoning Bylaws section 40.2. 
Alter or Alteration: To make different by changing, adding and/or subtracting components, 
piping or location. 
Bedroom  

a) Any room that meets the definition of a bedroom under Title 5 or any room or enclosed 
addition with at least 70 square feet of floor area and a building code conforming egress 
window, that provides minimum isolation necessary for use as a sleeping area. Rooms 
such as a finished basement with building code conforming egress may be considered a 
bedroom if it meets the definition. The definition does not apply to a bathroom, kitchen, 
hall, unfinished cellar, unfinished basement, unfinished attic, garage, unfinished area 
above a garage, unheated porch and open deck.  

 

Emily Beebe
Last Edits September 1, 2022
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b) Notwithstanding the foregoing, any existing dwelling with six (6) rooms shall be 
construed to have at least three (3) bedrooms.  Any dwelling with seven (7) rooms shall 
be construed to have at least four (4) bedrooms.  Any dwelling with eight (8) or nine (9) 
rooms shall be construed to have at least five (5) bedrooms.  Any dwelling with ten (10) 
or eleven (11) rooms shall be construed to have at least six (6) bedrooms.  Each 
additional room beyond eleven (11) shall be construed as an additional bedroom and the 
number of bedrooms for the purpose of sizing a subsurface sewage disposal system 
(proposed and existing) shall be adjusted accordingly. 

c) All lofts that do not meet the criteria above, finished basements that do not have a 
building code conforming egress, and rooms and with cased openings at least 60 inches 
wide shall be considered rooms for the purposes of this definition. 

d) Dwellings built before the 1978 Building Code will have their bedrooms determined on a 
case- by- case basis.  

 
Buildable Upland: The area of contiguous upland on a lot exclusive of Wetland as defined 
herein.  
Change of Use:  With respect to properties with existing systems, a change in use will result 
when the use of the structure or the land is changed from one use group to another use groups as 
described in the Table of Uses in the Town’s Zoning Bylaws, as may be amended from time-to-
time; an alteration of the structure or the land within the same use group that changes the 
intensity of the use, i.e. a business use changing from retail to office space or a residential use 
changing from single-family or multi-family; or any change or alteration to the land or structure 
that results in an increase in actual or design flow to the system. 
Design Flow: The quantity of sanitary sewage, expressed in gallons per day (gpd), for which a  
system shall be designed in accordance with 310 CMR 15.203. 
Failed System: Any Septic System which fails to protect the public health, safety and 
environment as determined by the Truro Board of Health, including but not limited to: 

a) any system which must be pumped in excess of two (2) times in a twelve-month period; 
b) any system which includes a component that the Board of Health determines is 

structurally unsound; 
c) any system which discharges effluent directly or indirectly to the surface of the ground 

through ponding, surface breakout or damp soils above the disposal area or to a wetland;  
d) any system which meets any of the failure criteria itemized on the Title 5 Official 

Inspection form as described in 310 CMR 15.303 or 310 CMR 15.304; 
e) any system with a leaching area with less than 4-feet (for 1978-code systems) or 5-feet 

(for1995-code systems) of vertical separation to ground water; this distance shall be 
measured in the field (not “per plan”) by the inspector. 

f) any cesspool as defined in title 5 shall be deemed failed and shall be replaced with a title 
5 compliant system no later than December 31, 2023.  

g) any systems with leaching areas/pits that are essentially at capacity, as defined in this 
section 6 article 3.1.i; 

h) any systems that were not designed to accommodate the use;  
i) any system deemed as failing to protect public health, safety and the environment.  

To the extent such a waiver would be consistent with the provisions of Title 5, the Board of 
Health may waive a finding that any of the foregoing systems have failed if the Board 
determines, at its sole discretion, that the system will continue to protect the public health, safety 
and environment. 

Emily Beebe
these elements were relocated here from article 4
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Innovative/Alternative (I/A) Technology: Technology that is certified for enhanced nutrient 
removal that is described in 310 C.M.R. 15.202 and 15.217, and which is approved by the 
Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection pursuant to 310 CMR 15.280 through 
15.289.  
Living space: excludes screened in porches and sunrooms 
Remedial Use: Use of I/A systems for the upgrade of a Failed or Nonconforming Septic System 
and there shall be no increase in the design flow served by the proposed I/A systems and no 
increase in habitable space or change use that, in the Board's judgement has the potential to 
increase sewage flow.   The Board may consider a variance to this provision to allow the increase 
in flow from an “accessory dwelling unit” as defined herein and compliant with the Town of 
Truro conditions for the unit. 
Nitrogen Credit   the use of I/A technology for development of a property beyond the standard 
of 110 gpd of wastewater flow per 10,000 sf of area. Nitrogen credit shall not be allowed for new 
construction, unless an ADU is being created. 
Nitrogen Loading limitations: The 440 gpd per acre of land requirement for septic system 
design as described in title 5. 
Non-conforming Septic System: Any system which, when installed did not comply with 
provisions of either the 1978 or 1995 iterations of Title 5, including cesspools and all similar 
systems in use prior to the adoption of the 1978 Code. 
Title 5:  Refers to Title 5 of the Massachusetts State Environmental Code, 310 CMR 15.000, et 
seq. 
Title 5 Septic System: Includes any system installed in compliance with the 1978 or 1995 
iterations of Title 5 but shall not mean cesspools or any similar system in use prior to the 
adoption of the 1978 Code. 
TN:  Means Total Nitrogen 
Watersheds of Special Concern:  Mapped watersheds designated by the Truro Board of Health 
and the Zone 1 and Zone II of public water supplies. 
Wetlands: Any area that contains swamp, bog, dry bog, fresh or salt marsh, areas of exposed 
groundwater, embayment’s, rivers, ponds, lakes, streams, inland banks, coastal banks, and 
coastal dunes, or any other area subject to the jurisdiction of the Conservation Commission as 
defined in G.L. c. 131, §40, 310 CMR 10.00, the Town of Truro Conservation Bylaw and/or 
regulations of the Conservation Commission, but not including buffer zones abutting such 
resources. 

Article 2 - Variances 
 

1. In addition to the variance criteria set forth in Section I of the Board of Health 
Regulations, an applicant may apply, and the Board of Health may grant a variance from 
this Section VI provided all of the following minimum criteria for said variance are also 
met: 
a) A satisfactory inspection by a licensed system inspector of all system components if 

the variance sought pertains to an existing system.  
b) The proposed or existing leaching facility has a minimum of five (5) feet of 

separation between the bottom of the leaching facility and the highest groundwater 
level as determined in 310 CMR 15.103(3);  

Emily Beebe
…(needs more work)
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c) The proposed or existing leaching facility meets the minimum Title 5 requirements 
regarding setback distances for Soil Absorption Systems (SAS) as set forth in 310 
C.M.R. 15.211;  

d) The existing system does not allow surface breakout of the wastewater; and,  
           

e) The existing system does not require pump-outs in excess of two (2) times in a 
twelve-month period;                          

f) The Board of Health determines that the grant of the variance will not pose a risk to 
the public health, safety or the environment andmeets all the variance requirements 
contained in Section I of the Truro Board of Health Regulations. 

 
2. All applications for variance must be accompanied by plans prepared by a qualified 

Professional Engineer or Registered Sanitarian and include all information required under 
310 C.M.R. 15.220. 

3.  All application for variance shall include current routine water quality 
analysis results from the on-site well at the locus property. 

4. Expiration of variances shall occur after 24 months if the approved septic design has not 
been installed, or, at such time as determined by the Board of Health. 

 
Article 3 -  Triggers for upgrading septic systems 

 
1. Required Upgrades: In order to improve the quality of water for the Town of Truro by 

elimination of septic systems which do not comply with Title 5 and the more protective 
regulations adopted by the Truro Board of Healththe following situations trigger an 
upgrade: 

  
a) Any system inspected prior to any sale or transfer of title to the facility served by 

the system in all circumstances described in 310 CMR 15.301.   
b) Notwithstanding any exceptions set forth in 310 CMR 15.301(2), inspection prior to 

transfer of deed and upgrade of nonconforming or failed systems shall occur prior to:  
transfers by inheritance, transfers between parents and their children, between full 
siblings, and where the grantor transfers the real property to be held in a revocable or 
irrevocable trust, where at least one of the designated beneficiaries is of the first 
degree of relationship to the grantor; and transfer shall include creation of an LLC;  

c) Prior to any change of use or increase in design flow of the facility served by a 
system;  

d) Prior to the subdivision or partitioning of a parcel on which a nonconforming or 
failed septic system is located;    

e) Any system demonstrating the characteristics of a failed system as defined in this 
Section VI; 

f) Any septic system that was not constructed according to the approved plan;  
g) Any system with a soil absorption system with inadequate design capacity to serve 

the facility; 
h) When a facility  served by a 1978-code system that is replaced, relocated or 

demolished, except when  
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destroyed by fire. A compliant system serving a facility destroyed by fire does not 
need to be upgraded to serve a new facility if the new facility is built in the same 
footprint as the original  provided that there is no change in use or increase in design 
flow of the facility and the system is not a failed system;   

i) The liquid depth in a leach pit is less than six inches from the inlet pipe invert or the 
remaining available volume within a leach pit above the liquid depth is less than ½ 
of one day's design flow.  

j) All non-conforming septic systems in the Beach Point and Pamet River Protection 
District or located within two hundred (200') feet of any Wetland or within the 
floodplain as mapped by FEMA shall be considered failing to protect public health, 
safety, welfare and the environment and shall be upgraded to meet the requirements 
of this Section VI and/or Title 5.   

k) Cesspools in Truro are herein defined as failed systems and shall be upgraded to 
meet the requirements of Title 5 prior to December 31, 2023. All new systems 
replacing cesspools shall be installed and certified by that date. 

 
2.       Multiple Systems on One Lot. 

 
a)  On a parcel with more than one non-conforming septic system and a total design 

flow on the parcel less than 2000 gallons, the failing system shall be upgraded and 
the remaining non-conforming septic systems shall be inspected by a licensed 
inspector. If any of the remaining non-conforming septic systems fail inspection 
as defined in the Title 5 Inspection Form, and the Truro “addendum to MA title 5 
inspection form”  that system must be upgraded to a fully conforming Title 5 
septic system.  

b) If the design flow on a parcel is over 2000 gallons per day, then all systems shall 
be upgraded with pressure distribution in accordance with Title 5.   

 
3.    Time for Upgrades and Administrative Consent Orders 
 
PURPOSE:  To allow the Town to execute an agreement with private property owners who need 
to upgrade or repair their cesspools or septic systems during the Municipal wastewater planning 
process.  
 
DEFINITIONS:  
 
ADMINISTRATIVE CONSENT ORDER (ACO) is a duly executed and recorded document that 
affords a property owner in Truro an opportunity to defer major repair, replacement and /or 
upgrade of a failed on-site wastewater treatment system until a municipal plan is available to 
direct the course of action for that owner or until a time frame specified and requires funds for a 
septic upgrade be placed in an escrow account. 
 
SYSTEM INSPECTION REPORTS: Inspections of septic systems shall report on the 
functioning and condition of the system, and a description of the components. This report will be 
the basis to determine whether a property is eligible for an Administrative Consent Order (ACO) 
or will be required to upgrade immediately.  If an inspection is required by Order of the Board of 
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Health, or by the Truro Board of Health regulations, those properties with a cesspool system will 
not be required to submit a title 5 inspection form; however, a licensed inspector must provide 
the Board of Health with a letter describing the condition of the cesspool system and a 
description of its components. 
 
TIME FOR UPGRADES  
 
All onsite septic systems shall be upgraded within one hundred and eighty (180) days from 
completion of an inspection of the system whenever an inspection determines that the system 
requires upgrade due to a condition identified in Section VI, Article 3 of the Truro Board of 
Health Regulation or Title 5.  
 
The Board of Health may grant a variance extending the time for completing the required 
upgrade, subject to the property owner entering into an Administrative Consent Order within 
thirty (30) days from completion of the inspection. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE CONSENT ORDER 
 
Administrative Consent Orders shall be on such terms and conditions as the Board determines 
are in the best interests of protecting public health and the environment until such time as the 
system is upgraded. 
 
All Administrative Consent Orders shall have the following minimum terms: 
 

1. The Board of Health agrees to extend the time for upgrading the system for (a specified 
period of time), provided that there is compliance with the terms of the ACO; 

2. The Property owner agrees to deposit (a predetermined sum of money) into an interest-
bearing escrow account in an amount sufficient to (TASK=complete the required 
upgrade/have design plans developed/have a sewer connection plan developed/satisfy the  
sewer connection fees); said sum may be paid in installments;  

3. (This sum will be based on estimated costs for plans, estimated costs for I/A system 
installation or cost to connect to a wastewater sewer)  

4.  

5. The Property owner agrees to upgrade the system upon expiration of the stay; 

6. The Property owner agrees to periodic inspections and pumping of the system as needed; 

7. The Property owner agrees to abate any imminent health hazards arising prior to upgrade 
of the system, which may require earlier repairs or upgrade; and 

8. The Property owner agrees to record the ACO in the chain of title to the property and that 
the ACO will be binding on any successors in interest. 

Notwithstanding the terms of this Regulation or an ACO issued pursuant thereto, the Board 
reserves the right to issue any such order as may be deemed necessary to protect public health 
and the environment from an imminent hazard caused by any onsite septic system, including 

Emily Beebe
What are the criteria for entering into an ACO?

Emily Beebe
The specified period of time shall be agreed upon by the BoH and the owner of the facility

Emily Beebe
The predetermined sum of money shall be agreed upon by the BoH and the owner of the facility

Emily Beebe
The task to be paid for in part or in full shall be agreed upon by the BoH and the owner of the facility
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requiring pumping, repairs, or immediate upgrades. 

All requests for an ACO shall be processed in accordance with Article I of the Truro Board of 
Health Regulations and Title 5 and shall be within the sole discretion of the Board. 

 
 

Article 4– Required Septic System Inspections 
     

1. A current Inspection Report completed by a MA licensed Septic System Inspector 
shall be filed in the following circumstances: 
 

a.   At or within two years prior to the time of sale or transfer of title to the facility as 
defined in Article 4 of this Section VI and title 5, 310 CMR 15.301; 

b.   With an application for a building permit that proposes an increase in living space as 
determined by the Truro Health Agent.If an applicant or a direct abutter is aggrieved by 
the determination of “increase of living space” by the Health Agent, the applicant may 
appeal this determination to the Truro Board of Health; 

c.   With an application for a special permit that allows uses not otherwise permitted by the 
Truro Zoning Bylaw;  

d.  With an application for a new license or transfer of an existing license,; 
e. Every three years at the renewal of the annual operating permit for the operation of a 

motel, cottage colony, cabin, campgrounds, lodging house or restaurant.   
f.   Prior to renewal of permits for a facility served by a shared system. Inspections for all 

shared systems are required once every 3 years. Shared systems include condominiums, 
motels and camps and cabins. 

g.   Prior to any change in use as defined in these regulations. 
h.   At such time as a property owner/business owner is so ordered by the Board of Health. 

  
2. Inspection Criteria:  

All system inspections shall be documented in an official Title 5 inspection form and a 
Town of Truro “addendum to MA title 5 inspection form”.  An inspection shall not be 
considered complete unless all information required on both forms is provided. In 
addition to the inspection criteria set forth in Title 5, the following criteria shall be 
observed in conducting system inspections:  
 
a) An open inspection of all components of the system is required. If a component 

cannot be found or uncovered after a reasonable search, the inspector must provide 
evidence for the system’s success or failure. Replacement or installation of the 
component is required in this instance. 

b) The septic tank shall be pumped at the time of inspection if it has not been pumped 
within the past 3years.   

c) Leach pits must have at least 6 inches of leaching capacity below the outlet invert in 
order to pass the inspection. The 6 inches of leaching capacity is determined by clean 
sidewall absent of staining or evidence of high water. The Inspector must clearly 
indicate on the inspection form the height of standing liquid in any leaching 
component, the level of staining in any leaching component, and the description of 

Emily Beebe
it was suggested that the Board consider setting a threshold value for the building permit, such as greater than $10,000.
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both sanitary tees in any inspected tank.  In the case of missing sanitary tees, no 
passing report shall be issued unless there is proof (copy of permit) of the correction 
of the deficiency.  

d) Any work for the correction of component failures, such as, but not limited to, eroded 
distribution-boxes, new piping,  sealing a tank or installing new tees will require a 
valid disposal works construction permit, inspection and issuance of a certificate of 
compliance. 

e) If the inspector finds that the access port covers of the septic tank inlet and outlet, 
distribution box and soil absorption system are not within 6 inches to grade, risers 
shall be provided as needed and the installation of risers shall be indicated in the 
septic system report. 

3. Failed systems shall include: cesspools; non-conforming systems as defined in Article 
2; systems without adequate separation to groundwater; systems with leaching areas/pits 
that are essentially at capacity, as defined herein; systems that were not designed to 
accommodate the use; any system deemed as failing to protect public health, safety and 
the environment.  

4. All Inspections shall be conducted by a MA licensed Title 5 inspector, using both the 
local and state inspection forms; the local form and required water test results shall be 
attached to the State form when filed in accordance with, and addition to, the 
requirements of Title 5 for septic inspection reporting. 

5. The septic inspector must verify that the use of the facility (ie; # of bedrooms) matches 
the design flow of the system (ie; a 4 bedroom dwelling should have at least 440 gpd 
design flow). Design flow shall be based on the records on file at the office of the Board 
of Health and use of the facility, including the number of bedrooms, shall be based on a 
visual inspection at the time of inspection.    

6. Difficulty in Locating Components:  If a complete inspection cannot be performed, the 
inspector must provide adequate documentation of the specific conditions which 
prevented a complete inspection and should indicate on the inspection form how the 
inspector attempted to locate components; in this instance the report shall indicate that 
the system “Needs Further Evaluation from the Local Approving Authority.”  The Local 
Approving Authority shall evaluate all “Needs Further Evaluation” entries on the 
inspection form and determine whether further investigation is required to adequately 
evaluate the system. 

  
    Article 5- Subdivision Plans 

1) All new subdivision plans shall have the proposed well location and septic system on 
each lot.  These locations shall meet all sideline and other setback and distance 
requirements.   
 

2) The Plan shall be on file with the Building Commissioner and Health Agent.  
 

3) Applications for septic and well permits shall adhere to the plan unless sufficient data are 
presented to the Board of Health to justify the change. 

 
Article 6 - Bedroom Count 

Emily Beebe
Gregg Corbo suggests to shorten this and reference “as defined in article 1”
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(1) Bedroom Count Determination.  Notwithstanding the general provisions of Section 

15.002 of Chapter 310 of the Code of Massachusetts Regulations, there shall be no 
presumption that single-family dwellings have at least three bedrooms in the Town of 
Truro.  In each instance, a specific determination relative to bedroom count must be 
made without reliance upon any presumptions.  The Health Agent shall have the 
authority to make the initial bedroom count determination.  If the Health Agent finds 
the determination in a specific instance should be made by the Board of Health, the 
Agent may, in their sole discretion, refer the matter to the Board of Health for a final 
determination.  The Agent may also, in their sole discretion, refer the bedroom count 
determination to the Board of Health upon request of the applicant. 
 

(2) Deed Restriction.  A deed restriction may be required by the Board of Health to 
ensure that use of the septic system as proposed will not negatively impact the public 
health, safety, welfare or the environment.  

 
(3) Building Permits.  No building permit, shall be issued until a Disposal Works 

Construction Permit has been issued for installation of a subsurface sewage disposal 
system designed to accommodate the bedroom count or the Board of Health has 
issued a written determination that the existing system is adequate for what is 
proposed. 

  
(4) Floor Plans and Inspections.   For existing facilities, in order to determine 

compliance with any provision of the foregoing regulations, a floor plan may be 
requested by the Health Agent to make a determination as to bedroom count.  If the 
Health Agent deems it necessary, they may refer the determination of the bedroom 
count to the Board of Health for a vote.  

 
(5)  
 
(6) Assessors’ records, and  unstamped plans will not be considered sufficient evidence 

of the size of the facility for purposes of determining design flow.  In the event of a 
discrepancy between the results of the visual inspection and existing records, an in-
person inspection by the Health Agent will be required and the Health Agent’s 
determination of the size of the facility will be final. 

 
Article 7 - Regulation of Separate Site Systems 

 
1) Septic systems shall be constructed on the same lot as the facility to be served. 
 
2) Variances from this Article may be granted by the Truro Board of Health for 
structures in existence prior to March 31, 1995, provided all of the following 
conditions are met: 

a. The system can be installed on a contiguous property owned by the same 
person and title to the lots is merged by virtue of a deed recorded at the 
Barnstable County Registry of Deeds; 
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b.  The system is not being installed for the purpose of increasing the size or 
use of the existing structure; and,  

c. The system will replace or repair a pre-existing, non-conforming septic 
system or components. 

 
3) Any grant of variance pursuant to this Article must also be made in accordance 
with Article 2 of this Section VI and Section I of the Truro Board of Health 
Regulations. 

 
Article 8- Innovative/Alternative Technology 

 
In considering the permitting and use of various alternative septic treatment technologies in the 
Town of Truro, the Board of Health of the Town of Truro recognizes that there may be specific 
local circumstances which warrant the Board to require more stringent conditions for the 
installation and monitoring of these alternative systems than may be required by the 
Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection.  As allowed under Massachusetts 
General Laws Chapter 111, Section 31 and as required by the revised 310 CMR Section 15.285 
(2d), 15.286 (5) and 15.288 (4), the Board of Health of the Town of Truro hereby reserves the 
right to impose any additional conditions or monitoring requirements it views as necessary to 
ensure the safe performance of any alternative onsite septic system which the Board agrees to 
permit in the Town of Truro. 
 
1). Applicability:  The use of I/A technology is required in the following circumstances:  

a) for flows greater than 600 GPD;  
b) for nitrogen credit applications (these are only allowed by request in limited 

circumstances in Truro);  
c) for upgrade of certain non-conforming systems as determined by the Board of Health;  
d) for upgrades of previously approved systems that exceed current nitrogen loading 

standards of 110 gpd/10,000sf of lot area;  
e) in certain cases where a variance is required and circumstances support the use of I/A to 

mitigate the environmental impact of the proposed system, as determined by the Board of 
Health. 

 
2.Standards:  

a) In all of the circumstances described above, the I/A System shall be designed to 
achieve/produce no greater than 19 mg/l total nitrogen (TN) concentration in the effluent 
by using the secondary treatment achieved with an approved innovative/alternative (I/A) 
septic system.  

b)  
c) I/A Systems shall be tested and reported on a quarterly basis, unless approved for reduced 

testingin accordance with O&M requirements, by means of obtaining an effluent sample 
from the distribution box or pump chamber to determine if the system meets the post-
treatment standard of less than 19 mg/l total nitrogen.  The results of such evaluations 
shall be submitted to the Board of Health within forty-eight hours of receipt thereof. 

           
3)Non-Performance.   

Emily Beebe
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a) Non-performance includes any I/A system that has been determined to be failing to 
protect public health and safety, and the environment,  an I/A system with equipment 
failure or an unresolved alarm event, or components that are not functioning as designed, 
or components that are not functioning in accordance with the manufacturers 
specifications, or a system that is in violation of the terms of its approval by the Truro 
Board of Health. 

b) Non-performance requires written notification  by the operator to the Truro Health 
Department within 48 hours receipt of lab test, along with a statement describing what 
corrective actions will be taken. 

c) Corrective actions must be taken within 48 hours of a lab report or field test) to address 
performance that does not meet the standards as defined herein, or specific to the 
approval by the Truro Board of Health. 

d) Lab tests showing exceedance of TN triggers a re-test immediately following corrective 
actions taken to address the exceedance, until the corrective measures are shown to have 
improved performance to meet the standards. 

e) Failure to comply with the process as described may result in a written warning from the 
Truro Health Department, followed by possible fines and a hearing with the Truro Board 
of Health that must be attended by the property owner and the licensed inspector. 

 
4)Applications and Hearings.   

a) All applications shall include a copy of the Massachusetts Department of Environmental 
Protection approval letter appropriate to the  I/A technology being used and the level of 
approval (i.e., General Use, Provisional Use, Remedial Use, Piloting Use, or site-specific 
Pilot Approval).   

b) All applications for Pilot Approval shall include performance data from piloting sites 
where the I/A technology has been similarly configured and utilized.  

c) Notice of the public hearing of the Board of Health for the consideration of applications 
requiring  I/A approval shall be in accordance with the provisions of the Open Meeting 
Laws in Massachusetts.  Abutter notification will not be required unless mandated by 
Title 5. 

  
5)Monitoring and Reporting.   

a) If an I/A system is approved, the applicant will be required to submit a proposed 
monitoring and reporting plan to evaluate the performance of the system to the Board of 
Health for approvalThis plan shall include a description of any long-term operational or 
maintenance requirements needed to keep the system operational, and any educational, 
financial assurance or other mechanism proposed to ensure effective long-term operation 
and maintenance.   

b) Owners and operators of all I/A systems shall report the results of all operation, 
maintenance, and monitoring activities required by the foregoing provision or by the 
Department of Environmental Protection to the Truro Board of Health and to the 
Barnstable County Department of Health and Environment.  Reporting must be 
performed in the manner specified by the Board of Health or in the form approved by the 
Barnstable County Department of Health and Environment and must occur within forty-
eight hours after each maintenance or monitoring event.  
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c) The Board of Health requires that when a system operator performs a system inspection 
and finds that a sewage treatment technology has malfunctioning components which have 
compromised the system’s ability to treat sewage as designed, the operator shall report on 
the system’s status and any planned corrective action, including a proposed deadline for 
said corrective action, to the Truro Board of Health and the Barnstable County 
Department of Health and Environment within 48 hours of inspection.  

d) If at any time a monitoring or maintenance report indicates that an I/A system needs 
corrective action, the Truro Board of Health may hold a hearing to determine corrective 
action is needed.  If at such hearing, the Truro Board of Health determines that such 
system needs corrective action, it may take enforcement action, including but not limited 
to, an order to cease operation of said system or any other action otherwise necessary to 
protect public health, safety, welfare, and the environment.  

e)  I/A Systems that do not perform are required to be immediately evaluated by the 
licensed operator for the purpose of the inspector forming a diagnostic opinion of what 
corrective actions would address the non-performance.  

 
6) Record Notice at Barnstable Registry of Deeds.   

a) All applicants gaining Board of Health approval for the installation of any I/A systems 
shall be required to record at the Barnstable County Registry of Deeds a Notice that the 
property is served by an I/A system..  

b) No Certificate of Compliance for the installation of an I/A system will be issued until    
proof of recording is filed with the Health Department. 

 
Article 9 - Required Setbacks for System Components 

 
Notwithstanding the provisions of Title 5, 310 C.M.R. 2.11, all systems shall conform to the 
following minimum setback distances for septic tanks and soil absorption systems (SAS), 
including reserve areas, as measured in feet and set forth below:    
                                                                            Septic Tank or Pump Chamber              SAS 
 
            Surface Water (except Wetlands)                     50’              100’  
             Wetlands                                                            100’              150’  
 

Article 10 - Existing Systems Serving New Construction 
 
For systems designed and approved prior to March 31, 1995, the size of the existing system shall 
not be considered in determining whether a change in use or new construction in the facility 
served by the system will result in an increase in design flow, i.e. an increase in the number of 
bedrooms, restaurant seats, retail space, office space etc. for facilities listed in 310 CMR 
15.203(2) through (5), rather review of the existing use of the facility (i.e., existing bedroom 
count; existing restaurant seats; existing retail space, etc.) at the time of the change, as 
determined by the Truro Health Agent, will be used to make such determination. 

No increase in design flow to any system shall be allowed unless the lot meets the requirements 
of 15.214, Nitrogen Loading Limitations, and Article 11 and Article 13 below.   Should an 
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increase in design flow be allowed, the system shall be upgraded in full compliance with Title 5 
for new construction. 
 

 
 

Article 11 - Buildable Upland Calculations for Nitrogen Loading Limitations 
 
When applying the nitrogen loading limitations set forth in Title 5 and this Section VI of the 
Truro Board of Health Regulations (see Article 14), only Buildable Uplands shall be included in 
the lot area calculations.  

 
Article 12 - Deed Restrictions 

 
 

1) Any deed restrictions required under this Section VI or under Title 5 shall be submitted to 
the Health Agent for review before they are finalized and executed.   
 

2) Each deed restriction shall  describe the property and all restrictions placed thereon (i.e., 
bedroom count limitations shall include the number and location of approved bedrooms; 
monitoring agreements shall describe the specific monitoring and maintenance 
requirements, etc.).  
 

3) All deed restrictions may contain a provision permitting the Truro Health Agent to 
inspect the premises to ensure compliance with the provisions of the deed restriction at 
reasonable intervals and upon reasonable prior notice.  
 

4) A deed restriction required by the Board of Health, or their Agent shall be recorded at the 
Barnstable County Registry of Deeds . Proof of recording shall be submitted to the 
Health Department prior to the issuance of the Certificate of Compliance for the system. 
 

5) A deed restriction required by the Board of Health, or  their Agent shall be recorded prior 
to the approval/sign-off  on any building permit, as determined to be required for 
compliance with these local regulations and Title 5 by the Board of Health or its Agent. 
 

6) A deed restriction is required by the Board of Health or their Agent prior to sign -off on 
all ADU specifying approval and the requirement for year-round rental in perpetuity.  

 
Article 13 - Nitrogen Loading Limitations 

 
1) The Truro Board of Health requires that all properties within the Town of Truro  meet 

the loading restrictions set forth in 310 CMR 15.214 and contain at least ten thousand 
(10,000) square feet of Buildable Upland (as defined in Article 1 hereunder) for every 
110 gallons per day of design flow.  All systems designed to serve said facilities must 
meet the same restrictions and requirements contained in Title 5 as the “Nitrogen 
Sensitive Areas” defined in 310 CMR 15.215 irrespective of whether the properties are 
located within “Nitrogen Sensitive Areas” as so defined. 

Emily Beebe
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2) Upgrades for systems that exceed current nitrogen loading shall include the use of I/A 

technology.Pressure distribution may be required when indicated and determined by the 
Board, to mitigate certain variances such as depth to groundwater, lateral separation to 
marine water bodies or private wells. 

 
Article 14 - Septage Haulers and Septic Installers Licenses 

 
1. A Septic Installers license is required in the Town of Truro for any work done to alter a 

septic system or its components, such as replacement of or connection to a building 
sewer, piping, tee replacement, tank and d-box replacement and tank sealing. 
 

2. Septage Haulers License Application: The Board of Health will issue Septage Haulers 
Licenses only upon written application that includes the following information: 

a) name and address of applicant and business name under which applicant 
will operate. 
b) written description of all equipment utilized in the business, including 
the capacity of any tanks; and an emergency contact name and number of a 
person available for contact 24 hours a day in cases of emergency. 

 
 
 

3. Septage Coupons:  Septage coupons must be properly filled out.  The name, date, 
location and volume for each system serviced must be provided.  The signature of the 
hauler and the customer must be executed on each coupon in order to validate the origin 
of the waste in the Town of Truro. Septage haulers are required to supply 
accurate/legible information to the Board of Health as a condition of their License. 
 
 

4. Chemicals and Acids.  Use of chemicals and acids for cleaning cesspools and septic  
             systems is prohibited. 
 

5. Failing Systems.  As a condition of their License, all Licensees shall accurately report all 
malfunctioning systems to the Board of Health, including but not limited to, the address 
of the malfunctioning system, the nature of the problem and the repairs,  
 
 

6. Licenses.  Licenses go into effect January 1st of each year.  The annual fee for Licenses  
             shall be determined by the Board of Health each year. 
 

7. Violations.  Failure to comply with any of these regulations shall constitute a violation 
which may result in a show cause hearing before the Board of Health to determine 
whether the License should be revoked.  Violations may also result in the imposition of 
fines and/or any necessary legal action to be undertaken by the Board. 
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Article 15- Maintenance requirements 
 

1. Leach areas with pressure distribution must be inspected annually, by a PE per 
Title 5; 

2. Maintenance of a septic tank must be completed when ordered by the Board of 
Health. If a septic tank has not been pumped within 3 years of a transfer of deed, 
the tank must be pumped as part of the septic inspection. 

3. Maintenance by pumping septic tanks is recommended every 3- 5 years for 
residential systems, depending on the amount of use. 

4. Maintenance of Grease traps includes quarterly pumping as required by Title 5. 
 

Article 16- Miscellaneous Provisions 
 

1. As-Built Cards.  The measured location of all components of each septic system shall be 
recorded on a septic “As Built” card and filed with the Health Agent prior to the issuance 
of a Certificate of Compliance. The installer shall verify on said “As Built” card that the 
components are installed in accordance with the locations shown on the approved septic 
plan. 
 

2. Severability.  If any Article, section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of these 
regulations should be declared invalid for any reason, such declaration shall not affect the 
remainder of these regulations which shall remain in full force and effect. 

 
 




