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This aged Jeep Wagoneer was plucked from its unintended burial plot along 

Ballston Beach, in Truro. 

Jeep buried for 40 years is 
unearthed from Cape Cod sand 
dune

By Steve Annear  GLOBE STAFF  FEBRUARY 24,  2017 

For decades, nature took its course. As the Cape Cod sand dune 

continued to shift with the rolling ocean tides and high winds, it 

overwhelmed the wooden shed where the white Jeep Wagoneer had 

been parked, all but burying it.
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And there it stayed for roughly 40 years — until Friday. 

The aged vehicle was plucked this week from its unintended burial plot 

along Ballston Beach in Truro using a front-end loader and a chain.

The Jeep, believed to be a model from the 1960s, was removed so the 

town can begin work ripping up a portion of an adjacent public parking 

lot at the popular beach, where the dune has started to encroach. 
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Rather than fight back to preserve parking, the town is going to allow the 

dune to “continue to move the way it wants to,” said Emily Beebe, 

Truro’s assistant health and conservation agent. 

“It became important to get rid of this Jeep,” she said. “The town is 

going to be moving sand off of the east side of the Ballston Beach 

parking lot and, once the pavement is uncovered, removing pavement 

and restoring the sand.”

The town and homeowner had talked about how to best remove the 

vehicle over the years, officials said. But because a coastal dune is a 

natural resource area under the Wetlands Protection Act, difficulty kept 

mounting.

With the town ready to move ahead as soon as Monday with its project, 

removing the Jeep took on a new sense of urgency.
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“It’s not an easy process. But we walked them through it,” Beebe said. 

“[A Jeep] is not something you want to have in an area where you’re 

going to have the ocean at some point washing in.”

Witnessing the Jeep’s removal may seem uninteresting, but it somehow 

captivated a national audience. This week, calls came in to Town Hall 

about the vehicle from as far away as Oregon, said Town Manager Rae 

Ann Palmer. 

Palmer was intrigued herself. She remembers seeing similar Jeeps 

cruising the streets as a kid.

On Friday, as crews from Greg Morris Landscaping arrived at the private 

property and prepared to unearth it, Palmer stood nearby.

Workers first peeled away the sunken shed’s front doors, revealing the 

front-facing Jeep’s smiling grille. A chain was attached to the loader and 

then wrapped around the vehicle’s axle. With a groan and a crunch, the 

old vehicle was wrestled out of the garage. In the end, it arrived in two 

pieces.

“It was fascinating,” said Palmer. “They opened the garage, and it was 

like watching a time capsule being opened.”

She added, “as they started pulling it, you just see this rising of this Jeep, 

kind of coming up and out, and [the contractor] pulled it out and 

dropped it and it was this bucket of rust.”

Among the heaps of metal, however, were relics of a bygone era still in 

decent condition. The steering wheel was intact, the pale-green 

dashboard was visible, and the hubcaps were still relatively shiny.
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Morris, the contractor hired to move the Jeep, said the homeowner’s 

family made off with a few trinkets.

“It was a piece of history,” he said. “It’s all taken away now.” 

Steve Annear can be reached at steve.annear@globe.com. Follow him on 

Twitter @steveannear.
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Pedestrian struck, killed on Southeast Expressway

MORE...

The lanes closed by State Police have reopened, but delays are still 

expected to linger through rush hour.

In boon for Baker, Mass. ranked best state

MORE...

Massachusetts topped its 49 competitors in US News & World 

Report’s rankings because of its strong performance in health care 

and education. 

Abuse scandal at Milton Academy was 30 years in the 
making

MORE...

The school finally revealed that it employed an accused serial 

predator for 14 years. 
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Customs officials in Boston ask police for space for 
detainees

MORE...

Advocacy groups fear the federal government is building up jail space 

to facilitate President Trump’s immigration crackdown. 

At Stonehill College, a small gift yields big rewards

MORE...

The school put a $117,000 donation to a novel use: it’s become a 

rainy-day fund to help low-income students in a pinch.

Cape Cod man charged with murdering wife, a 
schoolteacher

MORE...

Christopher Fratantonio is accused of killing Mary Fratantonio in the 

couple’s house early Tuesday while their young children were home. 

Death on Derby Day in N.H.

MORE...

On the morning of Feb. 11 — Derby Day in New Hampshire — 

everything looked postcard-perfect. But looks can be 

deceiving.

Katherine Reese Peebles, 93; captured Nabokov in 
heart and words

MORE...

Mrs. Peebles, of Cataumet, was a Wellesley College junior when she 

wrote a profile of the novelist for a school publication.

Fast Forward: Reaction to Trump speech, celebrating 
pigs

MORE...Auctioning off some mold, and more of the news you need. 
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147 great white sharks identified off Cape Cod last year

MORE...

Great white sharks have shown no sign of skipping their annual visits 

to Cape Cod waters to hunt for prey.

Small plane crashes into Methuen building, killing pilot

MORE...

Former Newburyport Mayor Alan Lavender died when his plane 

plunged into the roof of a Methuen housing development. 

Housing costs aggravate area’s inequality, report says

MORE...

Greater Boston is more racially and economically segregated because 

of housing costs, even as the area becomes more diverse. 

Opening statements today in Aaron Hernandez trial

MORE...

The former New England Patriot has pleaded not guilty to two counts 

of murder in the deaths of two men in Boston’s South End in 2012. 

How did the wrong envelope get into Warren Beatty’s 
hands?

MORE...

The man who reportedly handed the wrong envelope to Beatty did so 

moments after tweeting a celebrity photo from backstage. 

They go to the estate sales, because everything must go

MORE...

Estate sales are a booming business, and some people can’t get 

enough of them. 
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16-year-old girl killed in Stoneham crash

MORE...

“She was a very conscientious driver,” said the grandmother of 16-

year-old Sydney Coiro. “We did not expect that this would ever 

happen.”

Report: Half of Boston’s school buildings in ‘fair’ 
condition

MORE...

The BuildBPS initiative examined the condition of every building, 

from the roof to the boiler room to the water bubblers and the wiring. 

In Colo., a look at life after marijuana legalization

MORE...

In November, Massachusetts voters are likely to consider a ballot 

question legalizing recreational marijuana.

Ex-teacher molested pupils, Milton Academy says

MORE...

Officials at the prestigious school disclosed the sexual misconduct 

involving the former employees after a nine-month investigation. 

Newton eyes whether to regulate and tax Airbnb

MORE...

City councilors are looking at how other communities regulate these 

types of short-term rentals. 
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